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INTRODUCTION 
A brief overview of the concept of edge computing and its importance in today's technology 
landscape 

Edge computing refers to the use of computing resources at the edge of a network, 
closer to the source of the data, rather than in a centralized data center. This enables 
data to be processed and analyzed closer to where it is generated, reducing the 
amount of data that needs to be transmitted over the network and improving the 
performance and reliability of applications. 

Edge computing is becoming increasingly important in today's technology landscape 
as the amount of data generated grows. In addition, with the proliferation of IoT 
devices, sensors, and other data sources, the demand for low-latency, high-bandwidth 
applications is increasing. Edge computing enables these applications to be 
supported by bringing computing resources closer to the data source, reducing the 
reliance on centralized data centers, and improving the performance and reliability of 
applications. 

Overall, the concept of edge computing is essential because it enables data to be 
processed and analyzed closer to where it is generated, improving the performance 
and reliability of applications and supporting the growing demand for low-latency, 
high-bandwidth services.  

Explanation of the role of storage in edge applications and the challenges associated 
with traditional storage technologies 

In edge applications, storage plays a critical role in supporting the performance and 
reliability of the system. Edge applications typically generate and process a large 
amount of data, which needs to be stored and accessed quickly and efficiently. This 
requires a high-performance and reliable storage solution that can support the 
unique requirements of edge computing. 

Traditional storage technologies, such as hard disk drives (HDD) and solid-state drives 
(SSD), can face challenges in meeting edge application performance and reliability 
requirements. These technologies are often designed for use in centralized data 
centers connected to the network via high-speed cables. In edge applications, 
however, storage devices are often connected to the network via wireless or low-
speed connections, which can limit their performance. Additionally, traditional storage 
technologies can be sensitive to temperature, vibration, and shock, which can be 
challenging in edge environments where these conditions may be present. 

The Utilization of NVME 
Storage in Edge Applications 
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Overall, the role of storage in edge applications is to support the performance and 
reliability of the system by providing fast and reliable access to data. However, traditional 
storage technologies can face challenges in meeting the unique requirements of edge 
computing, leading to the need for more advanced solutions.  

Introduction of NVME (Non-Volatile Memory Express) as a potential solution for storage in 
edge applications 

NVME (Non-Volatile Memory Express) is a high-performance storage technology designed for low 
latency and high bandwidth applications. NVME is based on the PCIe (Peripheral Component 
Interconnect Express) interface, which provides a high-speed connection between the storage 
device and the host system. This enables NVME to deliver very low latencies and throughput, 
making it well-suited for applications such as edge computing. 

Unlike traditional storage technologies, such as HDD and SSD, NVME offers several key 
advantages that make it well-suited for edge applications. These advantages include high 
performance, low latency, and energy efficiency. NVME is also available in small form factors, 
making it easy to integrate into edge systems. 

Overall, NVME is a potential solution for storage in edge applications because it offers the high 
performance and low latency required by these systems and the ability to operate in harsh 
environments. As a result, its adoption is growing in the edge computing market, and it is 
expected to play a vital role in enabling the performance and reliability of edge systems.  

BACKGROUND ON NVME 
Explanation of the technical features of NVME and how it differs from traditional storage 
technologies 

NVME is a high-performance storage technology that is based on the PCIe interface. This 
interface provides a high-speed connection between the storage device and the host 
system, enabling NVME to deliver very low latencies and high throughput. 

One of the key technical features of NVME is its support for multiple parallel command 
queues. Traditional storage technologies, such as HDD and SSDs, support only a single 
command queue, which can limit their performance when handling large numbers of 
concurrent requests. NVME, on the other hand, supports up to 64,000 parallel command 
queues, enabling it to process many concurrent requests without performance 
degradation. 

Another key technical feature of NVME is its support for namespace management. This 
enables multiple logical units (LUNs) to be created on a single NVME device, allowing it to 
be partitioned into multiple virtual devices that can be managed independently. This is 
useful in edge applications where numerous applications may need to access the storage 
device concurrently. 
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Overall, the technical features of NVME enable it to deliver high performance, low 
latency, and support for multiple concurrent requests. This makes it well-suited for use 
in applications such as edge computing, where these features are critical for supporting 
the performance and reliability of the system. 

Discussion of the benefits of NVME, including high performance, low latency, and energy 
efficiency 

NVME is a high-performance storage technology that offers several key benefits over traditional 
storage technologies, such as HDD and SSDs. These benefits include high performance, low 
latency, and energy efficiency. 

One of the critical benefits of NVME is its high performance. NVME is based on the PCIe 
interface, which provides a high-speed connection between the storage device and the host 
system. This enables NVME to deliver very low latencies and throughput, making it well-suited 
for applications requiring fast data access. In comparison, traditional storage technologies are 
often limited by the slower speed of their interfaces, such as SATA (Serial Advanced Technology 
Attachment) or SAS (Serial Attached SCSI). 

Another critical benefit of NVME is its low latency. Traditional storage technologies often require 
multiple layers of software and firmware to manage access to the storage device, which can add 
significant overhead and increase the time it takes to access data. NVME, on the other hand, 
uses a streamlined command set and direct memory access (DMA) to access the storage device, 
reducing the overhead and enabling it to deliver very low latencies. This is important in 
applications such as edge computing, where low latency is critical for supporting the 
performance and reliability of the system. 

In addition to high performance and low latency, NVME also offers benefits in terms of energy 
efficiency. NVME devices are designed to be power-efficient, which means that they consume 
less power than traditional storage technologies. This is important in edge applications, where 
power consumption is critical . 

Overview of the current state of the NVME market, including adoption rates and critical 
players 

The NVME market is growing rapidly, with adoption rates increasing and several vital players 
offering NVME products and solutions. 

Regarding adoption rates, NVME is becoming increasingly popular in various applications, 
including enterprise storage, cloud computing, and edge computing. According to recent 
reports, the NVME market is expected to reach hundreds of billions of dollars by 2025. This 
indicates a strong demand for NVME products and solutions and suggests that the market is set 
to continue growing in the coming years. 

In terms of key players, the NVME market is dominated by several large, established technology 
companies. These include companies such as Intel, Samsung, Western Digital, and Seagate, 
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which offer a range of NVME products and solutions for different applications. In addition, several 
smaller companies offer specialized NVME products and solutions, such as SolidFire (now part of 
NetApp) and Kioxia (formerly Toshiba Memory). 

Overall, the NVME market is growing rapidly, with strong adoption rates and several vital players 
offering various products and solutions. This indicates that NVME is becoming an increasingly 
important technology in a range of applications and is likely to continue to play a crucial role in 
the development of the storage industry. 

APPLICATIONS OF NVME IN EDGE COMPUTING 
Discussion of the unique challenges and requirements of storage in edge applications 

Storage in edge applications presents challenges and requirements that differ from those in 
traditional, centralized data centers. These challenges and requirements are related to the 
distributed nature of edge computing and the harsh environments in which edge systems often 
operate. 

One of the critical challenges of storage in edge applications is the need for low-latency, high-
bandwidth access to data. Edge applications often generate and process large amounts of data, 
which needs to be accessed quickly and efficiently. This requires a storage solution that can 
deliver high performance and low latency, even over low-speed or wireless connections. 
Traditional storage technologies, such as HDD and SSDs, can face challenges in meeting these 
requirements. In addition, they are often designed for use in centralized data centers and may 
not be well-suited for edge environments. 

Another challenge of storage in edge applications is reliability and availability. Edge systems are 
often deployed in remote or inaccessible locations, making it difficult or impossible to perform 
maintenance or repair the system if it fails. This means that storage in edge applications needs 
to be highly reliable and available, with the ability to withstand harsh environments and operate 
continuously for extended periods. Traditional storage technologies can face challenges in 
meeting these requirements, as they are often sensitive to temperature, vibration, and shock 
and may not be able to operate continuously without failure. 

Overall, edge applications' unique challenges and storage requirements make it necessary to 
use advanced technologies such as NVME.  

Examples of how NVME can be used in edge applications to overcome these challenges 
and support the performance and reliability requirements of edge computing 

NVME is a high-performance storage technology well-suited for edge applications. Here are 
some examples of how NVME can be used in edge applications to overcome the challenges and 
requirements discussed above: 

Low-latency, high-bandwidth access to data: NVME is based on the PCIe interface, which 
provides a high-speed connection between the storage device and the host system. This enables 
NVME to deliver very low latencies and throughput, making it well-suited for applications 

https://www.ampex.com/


26460 Corporate Avenue, Hayward, CA 94545 

(650) 367-2011 | ampex.com  

 

requiring fast data access. In comparison, traditional storage technologies, such as SATA or SAS, 
are often limited by the slower speed of their interfaces. 

Reliability and availability: NVME is designed to be reliable and available, with the ability to 
withstand harsh environments and operate continuously for extended periods. NVME devices 
are often available in small form factors, making them easy to integrate into edge systems. In 
addition, they are usually designed to be power-efficient, reducing the impact on the system's 
overall power consumption. 

Harsh environments: NVME is well-suited for use in harsh environments, such as those found in 
edge applications. NVME devices are often designed to withstand extreme temperatures, 
vibration, and shock, making them reliable and durable in challenging environments. 

Overall, these examples demonstrate how NVME can be used in edge applications to overcome 
the challenges and requirements of storage in these systems and support performance and 
reliability. 

Discussion of potential challenges and limitations of using NVME in edge applications 

Although NVME is well-suited for use in edge applications, there are also some potential 
challenges and limitations to using this technology in these systems. These challenges and 
limitations include the following: 

Cost: NVME is a high-performance storage technology, which means that it can be more 
expensive than traditional storage technologies, such as HDD and SSD. This can be a challenge 
in edge applications, where cost is often critical. Additionally, NVME requires specialized 
hardware and software to support its high-speed interface and command set, which can add to 
the overall cost of the system. 

Interoperability: NVME is a relatively new technology, and not all systems and devices are 
compatible with it. This can be a challenge in edge applications, where systems may be 
deployed in remote or inaccessible locations and must be integrated with various devices and 
systems. In addition, ensuring interoperability between NVME and other technologies can 
require additional testing and development, which can add to the overall cost and complexity of 
the system. 

Scalability: NVME is a highly scalable technology that can support multiple parallel command 
queues and logical units (LUNs). However, the scalability of NVME may be limited by the 
underlying hardware and software infrastructure, which may not be able to support the high-
speed interface and command set of NVME. This can be a challenge in edge applications, where 
systems may need to scale to support large amounts of data and a large number of concurrent 
requests. 

Overall, these challenges and limitations demonstrate that while NVME is well-suited for use in 
edge applications, there are also some potential challenges and constraints to consider when 
deploying . 
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CONCLUSION 
Discussion of the potential impact of NVME on the edge computing market and future 
developments in this area. 

NVME is a high-performance storage technology well-suited for edge applications. The adoption of 
NVME in the edge computing market is growing rapidly, and it is expected to play a vital role in 
enabling the performance and reliability of edge systems. Here are some potential impacts of NVME 
on the edge computing market and future developments in this area: 

Performance: NVME can deliver very low latencies and throughput, making it well-suited for 
applications requiring fast data access. This can significantly impact the performance of edge 
systems, enabling them to process and analyze large amounts of data quickly and efficiently. This, in 
turn, can allow a range of new applications and use cases for edge computing, such as real-time 
analytics, machine learning, and IoT (Internet of Things) applications. 

Reliability: NVME is designed to be reliable and available, with the ability to withstand harsh 
environments and operate continuously for extended periods. This can significantly impact edge 
systems' reliability, enabling them to run continuously and reliably in challenging environments. This, 
in turn, can allow a range of new applications and use cases for edge computing, such as critical 
infrastructure, remote monitoring, and industrial automation. 

Future developments: The adoption of NVME in the edge computing market is expected to continue 
to grow in the coming years as more and more systems and applications are deployed at the edge. 
This is likely to drive further developments in NVME technology, such as improvements in 
performance, reliability, and scalability, as well as the emergence of new NVME-based products and 
solutions. This, in turn, can enable a range of new applications and use cases for edge computing, 
such as real-time analytics, machine learning, and IoT applications. 

Overall, the potential impact of NVME on the edge computing market is significant, and it is likely to 
play a vital role in enabling the performance and reliability of edge systems in the coming years. 
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